
THE AUDITON, REHEARSAL, and PRODUCTION PROCESS 
Auditions: Friday, May 12@ 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
   Saturday, May 13 @ 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
   Sunday, May 14 @ 2:00 PM (Callbacks If Needed) 
  
Rehearsals:  May 22 – July 13 (various dates/times) 
Performances:  July 13, 14, 15 @ 7PM 

        July 16 @ 2  PM 
WHO CAN AUDITION FOR PIPPIN? 
For PIPPIN we are mostly looking to cast actors ages 14 and older to fill out the principal and ensemble roles. 
There is one featured child role, ages 6-10, for which we will be casting either a young girl or boy. Auditions will 
take place in person, but you must sign up for an audition date IN ADVANCE. Callbacks for principal roles, if 
needed, will be on Sunday, May 14 at 2 PM. 
 
If you are unable to make the scheduled dates/times for auditions but still want to participate just reach out 
to us! We’ll schedule a private audition for you at another time! 
 
Please be prepared to do the following: 
 
1. READ AND ACT FROM THE SCRIPT! 

Actors will read various roles in scenes with other auditioners. If you have a specific role you are interested 
in, please let us know and we’ll be sure to read you for it at the audition. 

 
2. IT’S A MUSICAL – SO WE’LL SING! 

Of course, we’ll be singing at the audition! Please review the song included in this packet. (They are links to 
music and rehearsal tracks!) We’ll sing this at the audition, as well as do some basic vocalizations to get a 
sense of your singing voice. Don’t sweat it – singing is fun! 

 
3. GET READY TO PLAY and MOVE! 

We’ll be playing some theatre games and doing a variety of improvising exercises/activities at auditions. 
We will not have an official dance audition, BUT we will be doing creative movement, so dress comfortably. 

 
4. FILL OUT AN AUDITION FORM 

When you sign up for your time you will also need to complete an audition form. This will ask you some 
basic questions: What’s your name? Where do you live? How do we contact you? Be thorough, especially 
when it comes to your conflicts. We’ll do our best to rehearse around your schedule, but we need to know 
in advance! You can find a Draft Rehearsal Calendar in this packet to review. (NOTE:  These list all our 
rehearsals, but not everyone is required at every rehearsal.) 

 

Click here to sign up for an audition time! 
 
We are looking forward to creating the best show possible with you! If you have any questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at the theatre. 
 
T. Adam Goos, Managing Director 
The Little Red Hen Theatre • 316 Main Street • Wakefield, NE 68784 402-287-2818 • 
contact@littleredhentheatre.com 

 

https://forms.gle/UhAiUYs4fshQinkz9


ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE – What you should expect! 
 

As part of the creative ensemble of PIPPIN, you are expected to: 
 

• PLAY, CREATE, MOVE, SING! We will play a variety of theatre and acting games throughout the rehearsal 
process, intended to help you create deeper, richer characters and really connect with your actors. We’ll 
also be working with a Music Director who will help us sing our hearts out! (Yep – everyone sings!) There 
will be choreography, puppet work, and LOTS of creative movement. 

 

• BE FLEXIBLE! We’re creating art – which often means we keep working until things are just right! There will 
be changes to blocking, costuming, and any other number of things as we put the show together. Just 
know that it is a part of the process in making the best show possible. 

 

• COME TO REHEARSALS! You are not required to attend every rehearsal, but we do want you to attend as 
many rehearsals as you can – so that we can be the BEST team we can be. (Read below to understand more 
about the schedule.) We schedule detailed rehearsals well in advance so that you know exactly when you 
need to be there. If you have a conflict, just let us know in advance! 

 

• HELP OUT IN OTHER AREAS! We will schedule technical working days throughout the process. If you want 
to help with costumes, paint, building sets, or making props then you are more than welcome. If you have 
family members that want to be part of the creative process, they are welcome to participate! 

 
A NOTE ABOUT ATTENDANCE, REHEARSAL SCHEDULE, CASTING! 

We understand that everyone is busy and that you won’t be able to make it to all of the rehearsals required for 
your part, but we do want you to come to as many as possible. Our cast is like a team – and we need every 
single one of you at our scheduled rehearsals/practices to be the best we can be. At the beginning of the 
rehearsal process you will not be called for every rehearsal. In the last two weeks we will begin to need the 
entire cast & crew here to practice the show.  
 
We do our best to be very efficient with the rehearsal schedule so that everyone is released on time – and that 
your time is put to good use. The current rehearsal schedule is tentative and may change before rehearsals 
start – consider it a guide! A more detailed rehearsal schedule will be available closer to the start of rehearsals. 
 
As we work to cast the show following auditions, we consider all sorts of factors into the decision-making 
process. This includes everything from skill and comfort level to enthusiasm and energy, to availability. It’s a bit 
like a puzzle, and we’re trying to fit all of the wonderful pieces together to tell the story the best way we know 
how! If you don’t get the role you were hoping for, please know that it isn’t because you aren’t good enough or 
because we don’t think you’re great. (We know you are!). We’ll do our best to make sure everyone is valued 
and has the opportunity to let their artistry shine on our stage!  



SHOW SYNOPSIS 
Pippin is the son of fabled Emperor Charlemagne. As the play begins, we see an acting troupe, with the 
Leading Player inviting the audience to watch their magic as they help to tell his story. We are then introduced 
to Pippin, who tells us through song that he is searching for the real meaning and purpose of his life, his 
“Corner of the Sky.” 
 
Pippin tells his father that he wants to be a soldier and go to war with him. Eventually, he learns that being a 
war hero is not the answer to his quest. So, he goes to his grandmother and seeks wisdom from her. She tells 
him to enjoy his youth and live life to the fullest. The first act ends with Pippin deciding to lead a revolution 
against his father. 
 
As Act Two begins, we meet Pippin’s devious but charming stepmother, Fastrada. Learning of Pippin’s plot 
against his father, she sees a way to eliminate both king and prince, leaving the way clear for her son, Lewis. 
She informs Pippin that the king will be alone and unguarded at his yearly prayers at Arles. Pippin goes there, 
confronts his father about his civil crimes, and stabs him. 
 
Pippin becomes king and decides that the answer to all problems is to eliminate taxes, give land to his 
peasants, give money to the poor, and abolish the army. Soon, Pippin is forced to revoke all his promises, and 
goes back to the body of his dead father. It seems reasonable to ask his father if he might have his knife back, 
and Charlemagne obliges. The king then takes back the crown, and Pippin is once again alone. 
 
Pippin has abandoned all hope as he lies in the middle of the road. Catherine, a widow with a small son and a 
large estate, finds him there, cleans him up, and tries to interest him in something. 
 
Feeling that no one can resist a small boy, she sends her son Theo to talk with Pippin, all to no avail. Finally, she 
convinces him to help her in running her estate, and, for a while, he gets into the spirit of everyday life. 
 
Eventually, Pippin feels that the menial chores of running a household are beneath his dignity and he tells 
Catherine he is leaving. To complicate matters, Theo’s duck, Otto, gets sick and the young boy brings him to 
Pippin for help. Pippin, for the first time, finds himself trying to lighten the burden of someone else, as he does 
his best to cheer up the disconsolate boy. 
 
As time goes on, Pippin finds himself falling in love with Catherine, as she is with him. Pippin realizes that they 
are becoming a regular family, and the thought terrifies him. Again, he must leave, feeling that there is more to 
life to be found. 
 
What is left but the finale! A trick firebox is rolled onto the stage with a banner that reads “Pippin’s Grand 
Finale.” A player sets fire to a dummy inside the box, and the troupe applauds. 
 
Pippin is not impressed, and the Leading Player assures him that when he, Pippin, does it, it will be for real. He 
has always wanted to do something extraordinary. What could be more extraordinary than this? Pippin walks 
into the box but stops just before the flames approach. Catherine and Theo appear, and Pippin goes to them. 
 
The Leading Player apologizes to the audience for the failure of the promised “Grand Finale” and all the players 
leave the stage. Pippin, Catherine, and Theo are totally alone on the stage. 
 
Catherine asks Pippin if he feels like a coward. No, he responds. He feels “trapped, but happy.” Thus ends this 
musical comedy, with Pippin finding common happiness in the world around him. 



CHARACTERS: (Please note that we will not be casting gender specific. Anyone can play any role!) 
 
Leading Player: The ultimate 'ringleader.' Masterfully charming and manipulative, the Leading Player is a 
chameleon of sorts. Guides Pippin through his own story and tries to intervene at the end. excellent dancer. 
Obsessed with putting on a great show for the audience. 
 
Pippin: Our story's young and confused protagonist. He is longing to find his purpose in life. Naive, innocent, 
and discontent. Eventually finds love, and meaning in life, with Catherine and Theo. 
 
Charles: Pippin's demanding father. As the King of the Holy Roman Empire, Charlemagne is more comfortable 
wielding a sword than breaking bread. He wears his years with great pride. 
 
Lewis: Pippin's half-brother.  
 
Fastrada: Pippin's conniving stepmother. A seducer, who is no stranger to deceit and betrayal, she is both sexy 
and smart. Skilled at using her sexual appeal to benefit her and her son. 
 
Berthe: Pippin's saucy grandmother. A brassy broad full of wisdom, grace, and sass. She tries to help Pippin 
and encourages him to live his life to the fullest. 
 
Catherine: A widow and mother. She is a beautiful and a hopeless romantic, who possesses graceful elegance. 
Encounters Pippin at his lowest point and eventually falls in love with him. 
 
Theo: Catherine's son. Age: 6 to 10 
 
Ensemble: Charlemagne’s Army, Monks, Nobility, Peasants, The Players 
 
AUDITION SCENES & SONGS 
General Audition Song: MAGIC TO DO!    
    Cast Recording Rehearsal Track with Vocals  Rehearsal Track 

 
Note:  We’ll sing this in a group together AND individually.  Click on the above 
link for rehearsal and reference recordings.  The printed music is at the end of 
this packet! 

 
SCENES for READING: (You can find these scenes to review at the end of this packet!) 
 
Scene 1: Pippin, Fastrada, Lewis, Charles, Leading Player (page 9 – 11) 
Scene 2: Charles & Pippin (page 11 – 12) 
Scene3:  Pippin & Berthe (page 24) 
Scene 4: Pippin & Leading Player (page 31 – 32) 
Scene 5: Pippin, Theo (page 53) 
Scene 6: Pippin, Catherine (page 63 – 65 (w/ Edits) 
Scene 7: Leading Player & Cast (page 74) 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZCD2E6Bkbjfeq3dIpI12z1Tx_VAxu1-b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hm9LzppW_V-EGu3bWspexWXas5HuptZN/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/190WHeGkXRA2XzF8ERjjGi3Gg92xfb9RI/view?usp=sharing


DRAFT REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE CALENDAR 
Auditions: May 12, 13, 14 - 2023 
Rehearsals: May 22 – July 12 
Performances: July 13 - 15 @ 7 PM, July 16 @ 2 PM 
 

WEEK 1: Read Through, Music, Dance Rehearsals!   
5/22 Monday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #1  Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
5/23 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #2   Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
5/24 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #3  Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
5/25 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM  Rehearsal #4   Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
WEEK 2: Read Through, Music, Dance Rehearsals!         
5/30 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #5   Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
5/31 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #6  Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
6/1 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM   Rehearsal #7   Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
6/2 Friday  6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #8  Music, Dance, & Circus Trick Rehearsal 
WEEK 3: Staging Rehearsals   
6/5 Monday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #9  Staging Act I 
6/6 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #10   Staging Act I 
6/7 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #11  Staging Act I  
6/8 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #12  Staging Act I     
WEEK 4: Staging                    
6/12 Monday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #13  Staging Act I 
6/13 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #14   Staging Act I 
6/14 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #15  Staging Act 2  
6/15 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #16  Staging Act 2     
WEEK 5: Rehearse         
6/19 Monday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #17  Staging Act 2 
6/20 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #18   Staging Act 2 
6/21 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #19  Staging Act 2  
6/22 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #20  Staging Act 2     
WEEK 6: Rehearse  
6/26 Monday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #21  Run & Work 
6/27 Tuesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #22   Run & Work 
6/28 Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #23  Run & Work  
6/29 Thursday 6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #24  Run & Work 
6/30 Friday  6:30 – 8:30 PM Rehearsal #25  Run & Work     
WEEK 7: Rehearse 
7/5 Wednesday 6:30 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #26  Run Show 
7/6 Thursday 6:30 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #27   Run Show 
7/7 Friday  6:30 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #28  Run Show 
7/8 Saturday 1:30 – 3:00 PM Rehearsal #29  Run Show  Chicken Days Parade!  
WEEK 7: Rehearse & Perform! 
7/10 Monday 6:00 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #30  Dress Rehearsal #1 
7/11 Tuesday 6:00 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #31   Dress Rehearsal #2 
7/12 Wednesday 6:00 – 9:00 PM Rehearsal #32  Dress Rehearsal #3  
7/13 Thursday 6:00 Call/7:00 PM Show   Performance #1 
7/14 Friday  6:00 Call/7:00 PM Show   Performance #2 – Cast Party TBD! 
7/15 Saturday 6:00 Call/7:00 PM Show   Performance #3 
7/16 Sunday  1:00 Call/2:00 PM Show   Performance #4 – STRIKE PARTY! 



 

 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 


